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Inside
PRAYING ROBBER

INDIANAPOLIS — Police say
an armed robber spent nearly 10
minutes on his knees praying with
a clerk at an Indianapolis check-
cashing business before fleeing with
$20 from the register.

Security video from the Advance
America branch clearly showed the
man’s face during the stickup
Monday, and a 23-year-old surren-
dered Tuesday on a preliminary
charge of robbery.

Police say the robbery took an
unusual turn after the gunman

came around the counter when the
clerk starting crying and talking
about God.

The man said he had a 2-year-old
child to support and asked for
prayers about overcoming his hard-
ships.

The Associated Press

Nation

Art by Matthew Lamb, 10,
Doniphan-Trumbull School

A nearly
100 per-
cent
chance
of rain
and
snow
tonight.
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS

New job
Former planetarium director
lands position with Nebraska
Nature & Visitors Center.

Page A5

Furlough continues
Premium Protein plants in Hastings,
Lincoln to remain closed until at
least Nov. 3.

Page A7

Newsstands 50 centsHome delivered 29 cents

JOHN HUTHMACHER/Tribune

MMiicchhaaeell  HHaarrttmmaann,,  88,,  ggeettss  hhiiss  ppiinnkkiiee  ppaaiinntteedd  ppuurrppllee  bbyy  MMaarrkk
SSaannddeeeenn,,  aa  RRoottaarryy  CClluubb  vvoolluunntteeeerr,,  dduurriinngg  aa  vvaacccciinnee  ddrriivvee  ffoorr
TThhiirrdd  WWoorrlldd  ccoouunnttrriieess  TTuueessddaayy  aatt  DDiissttrriicctt  1155  SScchhooooll..

JOHN HUTHMACHER/Tribune
AAbboovvee::  HHaarrlleeiigghh  LLiissiiuuss,,  99,,  ooff
JJuunniiaattaa  ssiinnggss  dduurriinngg  aa  SSoouutthh
CCeennttrraall  CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  CChhoorraallee  ffaammii--
llyy  eevveenntt  TTuueessddaayy  iinn  FFuuhhrr  HHaallll  aatt
HHaassttiinnggss  CCoolllleeggee..  LLeefftt::  GGrraaccee
CCllaawwssoonn,,  99,,  ((lleefftt)),,  MMaaddeelliinnee
WWaarrrriicckk,,  1122,,  aanndd  BBeeccccaa  MMeeyyeerr
ffiinndd  tthheeiirr  ppaarrttss..  TThhee  5588--mmeemmbbeerr
cchhoorraallee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ddiirreeccttiioonn  ooff
LLiinnddaa  JJoohhnnssoonn  rreehheeaarrsseedd  ssoonnggss
aanndd  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  aa  pprriivvaattee  ccoonncceerrtt
ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ffaammiilliieess..  TThhee  eevveenntt
ccaalllleedd  ““MMuussiicc  aanndd  MMoozzzzaarreellllaa””
iinncclluuddeedd  aa  mmeeeettiinngg  ffoorr  ppaarreennttss
aanndd  aa  ppiizzzzaa  ddiinnnneerr..

Local bars
reconsider
BankShot

VIDEO GAME’S
LEGALITY IN QUESTION

WILL VRASPIR
wvraspir@hastingstribune.com

Local business owners are
monitoring a dispute that ques-
tions the legality of a new video
game sweeping across the state.

Mike Chase, owner of
Miscues, 316 S. Elm Ave., said
some of his customers enjoy
playing BankShot, but if the
game is ruled illegal, it won’t
affect business.

“Whether we have it or not
isn’t really a big deal,” he said.

On Friday, Attorney General
Jon Bruning’s office asked the
Lancaster County District Court
to declare the BankShot games,
which are in nine Hastings busi-
nesses, illegal. 

The counterclaim was made
in response to a lawsuit filed by
the game’s owners, American
Amusements Co. in Bellevue.
The suit asked the court to
declare that the game involves
skill and is therefore legal in
Nebraska.

In Nebraska, games that are
purely based on luck are illegal
unless voted in through an elec-
tion, such as keno, horse racing
and pull tab cards. Games that
are based on skill are legal.

BankShot is a touch-screen
game that shows players pat-
terns on a 3-by-3 grid of num-
bered balls. Players press a but-
ton to start and stop the game,
attempting to stop on a win-
ning pattern. There are 30,000
patterns built into the game
with about 27 patterns shown
in each minute of play.

Each player wages between
25 cents and $4 in hopes of
winning a progressive jackpot
that increases as the game is
played across the state. This
morning, the highest jackpot
amount was $17,000.

Game designer John Fox said
he wasn’t surprised by the coun-
terclaim made by the attorney
general’s office. 

“Frankly, we look forward to a
legal resolution to the case,” he
said.

Fox, president of American
Amusements, said the case is
about the legality of the game,
which has been tested at three
different facilities and none
have determined it to be a game
of chance.

But for at least one local busi-
ness owner, the game feels too
close to gambling.

ADAMS COUNTY
STUDENTS GET FINGERS

DYED IN SHOW
OF SUPPORT

CHARIS UBBEN
cubben@hastingstribune.com

Students at Adams Central
District 15 elementary school
stood around Tuesday after-
noon staring at their pinkie fin-
gers, which had just turned the
color of an eggplant.

They said things like “This
will look so weird when I’m

playing Guitar Hero,” and “This
will look so weird when I’m typ-
ing on Facebook.”

“We dyed the fingers because
in a different country when a
child gets vaccinated, they dye
the finger purple so they know
they’ve been vaccinated. And
we just decided to paint the fin-
ger(nails) as extra,” said Emily
Vonderfecht, a fifth-grader.

The dye is actually a topical
antiseptic called Gentian Violet,
said Erin Cafferty, Hastings
Rotary member. Cafferty worked
with a committee of Susan
Gracey, Doug Schwenka, Ben

Kohler and Andy Raun to organ-
ize the Purple Pinkie Project.

Members of the Sunrise and
Noon Rotary clubs did the
painting. Burt’s and Keith’s
Pharmacies donated the anti-
septic solution.

Rotary is sponsoring this
Purple Pinkie Project as part of
its joint effort with the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation to
eradicate polio worldwide. The
Gates Foundation has issued a
challenge grant to Rotary
International, pledging to give
$355 million toward eradicating
polio if Rotary could raise $250

million by June 30, 2012.
Just four countries make up

99 percent of polio cases today,
Cafferty said.

Rotary has several ongoing
ways of collecting money inter-
nationally under the umbrella
of its “End Polio Now” cam-
paign. The Purple Pinkie Project
is one fashioned specifically for
children.

“To try to get kids involved,”
Cafferty said. “To make them
aware that polio still exists. So
many of them never heard of it
before.”

Hastings
lobbies
for U.S. 
6 project

CITY OFFICIALS URGE STATE
DEPARTMENT OF ROADS

TO ADDRESS ‘DANGEROUS’ CURVE
BY SARA LEE BAKERY

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com

SUPERIOR — Hastings city officials hope the
Nebraska Department of Roads will return a U.S.
Highway 6 project inside Hastings to its one- and
six-year plan for projects.

Mayor Vern Powers; Hastings City Councilman
Everett Goebel; City Engineer Dave Wacker; City
Planning Commission member Chuck
Rosenberg; City Administrator Joe Patterson; Bill
Hitesman, campus president at Central
Community College-Hastings; Lee Saathoff, a
member of the Adams County Board of
Supervisors; and Dee Haussler, executive director
of the Hastings Economic Development Corp., all
attended the annual Nebraska Department of
Roads District 4 program meeting Tuesday
evening in Superior. In all, about 40 people
attended the meeting.

NDOR officials, who included Acting Director
Monty Fredrickson, District Commissioner
Donna Wanitschke, District Engineer Wes
Wahlgren and District Construction Engineer
Keith Meyer, began the meeting with presenta-
tions about projects within the 17-county district
that were completed in 2009, projects expected to
be completed in 2010, and projects expected to
begin in 2010.

Mixing music and mozzarella

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com

CLAY CENTER — The state manager of con-
servation programs for Ducks Unlimited spoke
out here Tuesday against a pamphlet that the
Clay County Board of Supervisors has made avail-
able in county offices. 

The pamphlet, which contains the board’s
name on the front panel, is titled “Conservation
should help wildlife but not damage the county.”
It contains several statements that DU is eroding
the local tax base.

According to the pamphlet, DU has transferred
ownership of Clay County land to the tax-exempt

Punting polio point of Purple Pinkie Project 

Please see POLIO/page A7

Please see U.S. 6/page A7

Please see BANKSHOT/page A7

Ducks Unlimited
official rebuts
Clay Co. claims

Please see DU/page A7
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Local
HALLGREN HEARING

LINCOLN — The Nebraska
Board of Parole will consider
granting parole to Steven D.
Hallgren at an Oct. 27 hear-
ing at the Nebraska State
Penitentiary here.

Hearings start at 8:30 a.m.
Hallgren, an inmate at the

facility, was sentenced in
Adams County and is serving
20 months to three years for
driving while intoxicated as
well as DUI in Phelps County.

Hallgren began serving the
sentence Aug. 28, 2008.

State
JAILER SENTENCED
BEATRICE — A former

Gage County jail guard who
had pleaded guilty after a deal
with prosecutors has been given
three-to-five years in prison for
sexually assaulting an inmate.

Eugene Fiester, 37, tearfully
apologized on Tuesday before
being sentenced by Judge
Daniel Bryan of Gage County
District Court.

Fiester had been a guard at
the Tecumseh State Prison for
six years before joining the
Gage County jail staff.

Court records say Fiester
insisted the sex was consensual.

Court records say the woman
told her mother in January that
she was sleeping in her cell on
Jan. 7 when Fiester assaulted her.

ROCK ASSAULTS
KIMBALL — Three

teenagers are accused of drop-
ping rocks or throwing them
from an overpass at vehicles on
Interstate 80 in the Panhandle
of far western Nebraska.

A news release from patrol
spokeswoman Deb Collins says
the three teens were taken to
Kimball County Jail, cited for
criminal mischief and released
to their parents Oct. 13.

The patrol says a trooper
talked to the drivers of three
semitrailers that had stopped
east of the overpass. Two of
their vehicles had shattered
windshields; the sleeper cab
of the third truck was dented.

No injuries were reported.

ANOREXIA DEATH
WAYNE — Family mem-

bers of a student found dead
on a Nebraska college campus
are blaming complications
from anorexia for her death.

Police say there were no
signs of suicide or that drugs
or alcohol were involved in
the death of 19-year-old Hilary
Pile of Norfolk. Her body was
found Saturday in a Wayne
State College dormitory that
carried her family name.

KETV reports that Pile’s
family says she had battled
anorexia for years. Family
members say Pile was valedic-
torian of her high school class
and a premed student.
Services are Thursday in
Norfolk.

The Associated Press

Calendar
HASTINGS

◆ Narcotics Anonymous, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, 422 N. Burlington Ave.,
rear entrance.

◆ Red Cross Bloodmobile, noon to
5:15 p.m. Thursday, First
Congregational United Church of
Christ. Make appointment at 1-
800-GIVE-LIFE.

◆ Al-Anon, noon Thursday, The
Kensington, 233 N. Hastings Ave.

◆ Alcoholics Anonymous, noon, 5:15,
and 8 p.m., 521 S. St. Joseph
Ave.; 7 p.m. (Women’s group),
907 S. Kansas Ave.; and 8 p.m.,
Faith Lutheran Church Thursday.

JUNIATA
◆ Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 p.m.

Thursday, United Methodist
Church basement.

Lotteries
WINNING NUMBERS

Thursday
Nebraska Pick 5  . . . .27-15-4-37-35

Jackpot: $94,000
2by2  . . . . . . .Red 6-19, White 19-23
Kansas Pick 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . .0-9-2
Nebraska Pick 3 . . . . . . . . . . .8-1-2
MyDaY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8-23-49

On the Web
www.hastingstribune.com

◆ See in-depth coverage of the
Adams Central elementary school
project.

◆ Watch for breaking local news.
◆ Follow stories by The

Associated Press of the top news
stories in Nebraska and across
the nation.

◆ See Associated Press video.
◆ Death notices
◆ Youth calendar
◆ Community calendar
◆ Sports calendar

TIMBERLY ROSS
The Associated Press  

OMAHA — A national report
released today found that
Nebraska has one of the highest
rates of child abuse deaths in
the country.

Sixteen children died from
abuse or neglect in Nebraska, or
nearly 3.6 deaths for every
100,000 children in the state, in
2007, the most recent year for
which data was available. That
ranked Nebraska at No. 4,
according to a study by the Every
Child Matters Education Fund, a
Washington-based advocacy
group for children and families.

Nebraska’s rate was 2 deaths

per 100,000 children in 2001.
Kentucky led the nation with

a rate of 4.09 in 2007, followed
by South Dakota at 4.08 and
Florida’s rate of nearly 3.8.

The study, which looked at
child abuse deaths from 2001
through 2007, also found that
Nebraska had 4,108 substantiat-
ed cases of child abuse or neg-
lect in 2007, an increase from
3,314 cases in 2001. A total of
86 child abuse deaths were
reported in Nebraska during
that period.

The report associated child
abuse with poverty and lack of
child welfare services. It found
that Nebraska spent $95 per

capita on such services, making
it the 13th highest for spending.
The state ranked 19th lowest for
child poverty.

Todd Reckling, who oversees
child-welfare services for the
state Department of Health and
Human Services, said in a writ-
ten statement that the agency’s
new Nebraska Safety
Intervention System was imple-
mented last year to help investi-
gate abuse claims. The statement
didn’t directly address the report

The system “was put in place
using a structured, in-depth
process to gather information as
DHHS staff investigate and
assess intake reports related to

suspected abuse and neglect of
children,” he said. “That’s
increased the amount and type
of information that callers give
staff so that critical decisions
can be made about allegations
of abuse and neglect.”

He noted that Nebraska
recently changed its protocol
for handling child welfare calls.
People who contact the state
with concerns about child
abuse or neglect are now con-
nected with the hotline, which
specializes in those cases.

The change was prompted by
the recent death of 12-year-old
Michael Belitz, an Omaha boy
who was found dead in a bath-

tub with his wrists and legs
bound together with duct tape.
His mother, Angela Manns, 46,
has been charged with first-
degree murder.

The state has said Manns left
a message for Health and
Human Services at the end of
March asking about foster care
and other options. A caseworker
called back and left a message
but didn’t hear back from
Manns.

“Child abuse and neglect is a
matter we must all work togeth-
er to solve,” Reckling said.
“Together, we have the power to
protect our children and pre-
vent maltreatment.”

State has 4th highest child abuse death rate

SHAY BURK 
sburk@hastingstribune.com

The South Central Economic Development District
has high hopes for helping Adams County communi-
ties secure grant funding and assistance to complete
community projects. 

“We provide economic assistance for our counties
during tough economic times and during the good
times,” said Sharon Hueftle, the district’s executive
director. “We are here for your communities. We’re
here for your businesses.”

Hueftle spoke during the Adams County Board of
Supervisors meeting Tuesday about SCEDD’s options
for helping communities within the county. 

SCEDD works with 12 counties in south central
Nebraska by helping to provide funding and other
resources for communities to complete various projects. 

Those projects could be anything from facilitating
town hall meetings to helping fill out grant applica-
tions and doing one-on-one business consulting and
completing community surveys. 

Each county pays an annual fee of $5,000 to be part
of the development district. In turn, communities,
businesses and individuals within those counties can
then consult with SCEDD staff. 

Hueftle said she has had a difficult time establishing
a presence in Adams County over the last four years. 

However, she said the district has been able to work
with the Adams County Agricultural Society and the
South Heartland District Health Department on avail-
able grants. 

SCEDD staff members also have worked in both
Juniata and Kenesaw and are doing some consulting
work with other individuals in the county. 

But Hueftle said it continues to be a work in progress. 
“I do believe as we work with the different projects,

something is going to pop and come to fruition,” she
said. “We just need your help promoting us in your
rural communities.”

Hueftle said it can be difficult to go into a communi-
ty and offer their services without the support of a vil-
lage or county board. 

“They need to know that you think we’re credible,” she
said. “We would like you guys to be saying to them, ‘Call
the South Central Economic Development District.’ ”

Hueftle said she also understands that many county
boards and others are scrutinizing every dollar they
spend, even more now with the economic downturn.

“Everybody is re-evaluating every single thing you’re
spending a dollar on,” she said. “And as a taxpayer, I
appreciate that.” 

Hueftle said it’s the board’s job and hers to make sure
they are being good stewards of those dollars. She said
now, more than ever, is a time that promoting econom-
ic development is key in this area. 

SCEDD offers training in communities for business
start-up and business succession, the handing of a busi-
ness off from one owner to another. 

For more information on SCEDD, contact Hueftle at
308-995-3190.

Economic
development
group seeks 
to help county

SHAY BURK
sburk@hastingstribune.com

F
or the second time this
year, the Prairie Loft
Center for Outdoor and
Agricultural Learning is
being recognized by a

statewide organization.
Prairie Loft was named as the

first recipient of the Top
Project Award by the Nebraska
State Resource Conservation
and Development Association.
Members of the South Central
Nebraska Resource
Conservation and
Development group presented
the award to Prairie Loft’s
board of directors Tuesday
night.

“It’s very humbling in the
fact that on this journey we’re
taking with Prairie Loft, we’re
just in the beginning,” said
Dave Berens, Prairie Loft board
president. “To be recognized,
it’s a great honor and very
humbling.”

The Prairie Loft, which
opened to the public in 2007,
is an outdoor educational cen-
ter on the site of the former
Ingleside farm, which was

operated by what is now
known as the Hastings
Regional Center.

Amy Sandeen, Prairie Loft
program director, said the Top
Project award is meaningful
because of the great projects
going on across the state.

“I’m thrilled because there
are over 150 projects and we
were named the Top Project,”
Sandeen said.

The Prairie Loft was honored
based on the association’s key
values of conservation, protect-
ing natural resources, improv-
ing the economic activity, and
enhancing the environment
and standard of living in the
area.

“I feel like the Prairie Loft
has a focus on all of those
things in our mission, so I’m
pleased we were recognized for
that,” Sandeen said.

The Prairie Loft’s mission is
to teach agricultural apprecia-
tion, outdoor education, cul-
tural traditions and the wise
use of natural resources. Those
goals are met through the vari-
ous classes, activities and large

community events held at
Prairie Loft.

“I know there are a lot of
good things going on in the
state in the area of resource
conservation and development,
so to be singled out is a real
honor,” Sandeen said.

Berens said that while he
and the rest of the board are
humbled that the Prairie Loft
was honored as the first recipi-
ent of this award, it’s impor-
tant to note that the award
isn’t just for the board.

“The thing that’s humbling
about that is it’s not just about
the board, it’s about the volun-
teers, all the people who have
helped donate to this project.
It’s really a community award,”
he said. “So it’s really an award
for everyone who’s been
involved with Prairie Loft.”

Earlier this year, the Prairie
Loft was named as one of the
state’s Hidden Treasures by
Heritage Nebraska, a statewide
preservation organization, for
its preservation of the farm
once used by the Hastings
Regional Center.

BRENT McCOWN/Tribune file photo
TThhee  PPrraaiirriiee  LLoofftt  CCeenntteerr  wwaass  nnaammeedd  aass  TToopp  PPrroojjeecctt  bbyy  tthhee  NNeebbrraasskkaa  SSttaattee  RReessoouurrccee  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  aanndd
DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn..  TThhee  mmaaiinn  bbaarrnn  oonn  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy  wwaass  oorriiggiinnaallllyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  HHaassttiinnggss  SSttaattee
HHoossppiittaall  wwhheerree  ppaattiieennttss  rraaiisseedd  aanniimmaallss  aanndd  ggrreeww  pprroodduuccee..

Prairie Loft wins state honor 

JOHN HUTHMACHER
johnh@hastingstribune.com

Longtime Hastings Museum
curator of astronomy Dan
Glomski will begin a new full-
time position as outdoor educa-
tion coordinator at the
Nebraska Nature & Visitor
Center on Monday, NNVC
executive director Brad Mellama
said this morning.

Glomski, whose position at
the museum was eliminated

after more than two decades of
service because of budget cuts in
August, was chosen from a pool
of local and national candidates
following interviews conducted
last week. He becomes one of
three full-time employees at the
center.

“He was chosen based on his
years of experience doing pre-
sentations to the public and his
knowledge of the local flora and
fauna,” Mellama said. “We

think that transitioning from
his career in science is a real nat-
ural fit to what we’re going to be
doing out at the Nature Center.

“We think he’s a perfect can-
didate for the job and we’re
delighted to have him on board.
I’m just really excited to get to
work. We have a lot of things to
get in place. I think it’s going to
be a real good fit all the way
around.”

Glomski’s duties will include

teaching classes and organizing
the education programs for the
center, Mellama said. And while
his position obviously won’t
revolve entirely around astrono-
my, there’s a good chance he’ll
incorporate aspects of his
expertise on the subject into his
presentations in some manner.

“He’s fully responsible for our
education programs at the cen-
ter, so he’s going to have to ele-
vate his creative talents to

design a program that works
well for us to engage the public
of all ages,” Mellama said. “Our
main emphasis for our program
is of course the prairie and
Platte River, but it would be
crazy to think that — with that
(astronomy) being such a pas-
sionate part of his life — that
we wouldn’t offer some pro-
gramming around it. Knowing
Dan, you can’t separate the
two.”

NATE JENKINS
The Associated Press  

LINCOLN — A simple
Google search of Michal
Preclik’s name turns up an
Interpol wanted poster from his
native Czech Republic. So
where was he arrested? In
Nebraska’s maximum-security
prison, where he was not an
inmate, but a guard.

Preclik had worked at the
prison for a year and his arrest
came just two months after offi-
cials at Tecumseh State

Correctional Institution pro-
moted the 32-year-old to corpo-
ral. Prison officials learned last
month that he was wanted on
suspicion of drug and fraud
crimes.

The electronic wanted poster,
which shows his mug shot,
went up on Interpol’s Web site
exactly a year before his arrest.
The poster is the first Web link
that appears when Googling
Preclik’s name.

“This is just unbelievable that
the state of Nebraska is hiring

international criminals,” said
state Sen. Heath Mello of
Omaha. “Who’s minding the
store?”

The Department of
Correctional Services is review-
ing its hiring practices, spokes-
woman Dawn Renee Smith
said.

“Obviously, it’s a concern
whenever we have anyone
working at the facility ... who
has any type of outstanding
warrants,” Smith said.

The situation is reminiscent

of a 2005 incident that led to a
Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services
policy that Google searches of
job candidates be conducted.
The department offered a job
to Wayne Richard McGuire,
but rescinded the offer after
The Associated Press reported
that he had been convicted in
absentia in Rwanda of the
1985 murder of Dian Fossey,
whose research was the sub-
ject of the movie “Gorillas in
the Mist.”

Preclik (pronounced PRESS’-
lik) wound up in Nebraska in
2002 when he got a job at a hog
farm through a company that
recruited Eastern Europeans as
laborers in violation of their
tourist visas. The hog farm is
about 30 miles from the
Tecumseh prison.

Preclik later testified against
Milan Matousek, who was con-
victed of transporting and har-
boring illegal immigrants while
helping the company. Preclik 

Man wanted in Europe found working at Neb. prison

Please see WANTED/page A6

Glomski hired as outdoor educator at Nature Center
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