
 

 

Prairie Loft Field Trips 2017 - 2018 

Field Trips at Prairie Loft 
Prairie Loft’s mission is to teach 
agriculture appreciation, outdoor 

education, cultural connections, and 
the wise use of natural resources. 

Prairie Loft offers active, place-based learning experiences for all ages, all year long. Through family 
programs, field trips, summer camps, workshops, community events, and other activities, we are 
learning, teaching, and having fun! Our lessons use scientific inquiry, encourage social 
interactions, develop problem-solving methods, teach leadership skills, and engage creative thinking. 

Why Prairie Loft? 
Customizable field trip topics include farm 

seasons, food origins, wildlife & habitat, plant 
studies, life cycles, soil, water, weather & more.  

Explore the playground, gardens, classroom, 
fields, & pasture. Guided lessons always include 

art, stories, movement and fun! 

Cost: $3 per student 

No charge for teachers and parent helpers 

Prairie Loft Center for Outdoor & Agricultural Learning 
PO Box 1731 

Hastings, NE 68902 
info@prairieloft.org  

402-463-0565 
www.prairieloft.org 

State Academic Standards 
Our field trip lesson plans 
support state standards and can 
be adapted to different grade 
levels. We want your visit to 
provide a unique personal 
learning opportunity, enhance 
classroom lessons, develop 
environmental awareness, and 
promote stewardship.  
We also offer educator 
workshops and adult programs.  
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Program Offerings 

Birds & Bugs 

Who lives in the trees? Who 
flies in the sky? Birds & bugs do! 
Explore habitats in the pasture, 
fields, gardens, trees, and soil. 
Includes a scavenger hunt and 
creative art. 

 

90-minute field trip for 10 to 35 students = $3/student  
Longer field trip programs are available, and we may be able to accommodate larger groups. Please ask. 
Please email info@prairieloft.org to inquire about a field trip for your group. 

Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Field trips generally include free choice activities followed by lessons with a mix of 
exploration, scientific inquiry, and creativity. Expect fun-filled active outdoor learning!  

Fall on the Farm 

Explore the changing leaves, 
animal habits, and harvest time 
during the months of autumn. 
We might look for animal signs, 
collect colorful leaves, or 
explore the farm fields.  

 

Spring on the Farm 

Plants and animals are warming up 
again! Take a scavenger hunt/ hike 
to discover the many ways spring 
emerges at Prairie Loft. We might 
even pretend to be a spring 
rainstorm and an emerging seed! 

Winter Wonders 

Let’s put on our snow boots 
and explore! We’ll discover the 
beauty of nature in the winter. 
Read stories, look for signs of 
animals, and make creative art 
projects inspired by the season. 

Who Lives Here? 

Discover the many places on a 
farm that provide homes for wild 
animals. We’ll be nature 
detectives, finding clues to 
discover what animals live where 
in the fields and pasture. 

Farm, Food, Fun 

We’ll read stories, explore the 
fields and gardens, and learn 
about the path that food takes 
from the farm to the table. May 
include planting seeds to take 
home! 

“The staff was friendly & organized and taught developmentally appropriate lessons! 
Wow! A perfect combination of hands-on, interesting, and real-world lessons.”  

- Kindergarten Teacher 
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“This was our first field trip to 
Prairie Loft, and we will be back! It 
was way above our expectations.” 

-3rd Grade Teacher 

3rd – 8th Grade 
Animal Adaptations 

Explore how animals survive and 
thrive! Look for animal signs to 
discover who lives where and 
how their physical adaptations aid 
in their survival. Includes outdoor 
exploration and creative art. 

Soils Alive 

Healthy food starts with healthy 
soil! Learn about the life under 
our feet and the systems that 
provide nutrients for the soil. 
Let’s get our hands dirty! 

Food Webs 

Producers, consumers, 
decomposers... how do they all 
help create energy flow to sustain 
life? We’ll act out food chains and 
webs, look for evidence in nature, 
and create a take-home project. 

Small World 

Who lives right under our feet? 
We’ll study a few square feet of 
ground and use the scientific 
method to draw conclusions 
about relationships between 
plants and animals in this tiny 
world. Discover a new world! 

Plants & Pollinators 

Study parts of a plant and their 
functions – for the plant, for 
pollinators, and for people. We’ll 
explore symbiotic relationships 
and how pollinators are key to 
growing food. Includes outdoor 
exploration and art activity. 

Water is Life 

Learn about the water cycle and 
the ways in which water sustains 
life on earth. Includes interactive 
lessons, a discovery hike, and 
water relay activities. Best during 
warm seasons.  

Planting and Harvest 

There’s action in every season 
on the farm! Activities vary 
seasonally and may include a 
pasture hike, visits to the corn 
and soybean fields, gardening, 
storytelling, and art activities. 

Transportation logistics holding you back? We can also bring the learning to you! 
Contact us to find out more. 402-463-0565 or info@prairieloft.org 

Tree Treasures 

Trees are SO important! We’ll 
discover the role of trees as air 
filters, animal homes, building 
materials, and buffer zones on the 
farm. We’ll also get creative with 
tree-themed stories, art, and 
science inquiry. 



 

 

 

Where is Prairie Loft? 
The program site is on the western edge of Hastings at 4705 
DLD Rd. (no mail here, please). Our instructors will be ready to 
greet your group at your scheduled arrival time, but not before.  
 

What to Wear 
Everyone must wear closed-toe shoes. We will be outside, rain 
or shine. Please dress for the weather, and leave your nicest 
clothes at home! 

High School – Adult 

Community Building 

Get to know each other better 
in ways that are active, 
inclusive, and fun! We will 
customize the experience to 
help your group celebrate 
strengths, find commonalities, 
and take positive action. 

Educator Training 

Experience activities and share 
ideas for bringing nature and 
agriculture to your classroom, 
school, or other learning 
environment. This workshop is 
creative and hands-on, with time 
spent outdoors. 

All learning themes listed above can be adapted for any age. Per-person cost may vary 
depending on activity and duration. Looking for a different lesson topic? Just ask! 

Service learning 

Combine meaningful service with 
instruction and reflection to 
enrich the learning experience, 
teach civic responsibility, and 
strengthen our community. 
Customized topics vary 
according to group needs. 

Our Approach to Teaching and Learning 
Prairie Loft’s education program offers hands-on, active, place-based learning with people of 
all ages. Our activities use scientific inquiry, develop problem-solving skills, encourage social 
interactions, teach leadership skills, and engage creative thinking. We aim to demonstrate the 
practices and culture of contemporary small-scale production farming and promote natural 
and agricultural literacy through experiential education. 
We strive to offer inclusive programs with activities designed in such a way that anyone can 
participate regardless of income, ability, or background. 
 
Our field trip lesson plans support state standards and can be adapted to different grade 
levels. We want your visit to be a unique learning opportunity, enhance classroom lessons, 
promote stewardship, and develop agricultural and natural literacy.  

We look forward to learning with you! 

www.prairieloft.org   info@prairieloft.org  402-463-0565 


